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ONE of Wollongong Art 
Gallery's most precious 
artefacts has been given a 
facelift to restore its natu-
ral beauty.

It was a painstaking pro-
cess for David Stein and his 
team who spent weeks at an 
easel, brushing love back 
into a 160-year-old Eugene 
von Guerard painting of the 
Illawarra escarpment -  Cab-
bage Tree Forest American 
Creek, New South Wales .

� e work has been sitting 
in the gallery's collection, 
eagerly waiting to be asked 
to dance with a restoration 
team, to peel away the dis-
coloured varnish masking 
all its glory. 

� e extreme makeover 
was unveiled on Monday, 
with Lord Mayor Gordon 
Bradbery noting the historic 
work reminded people of 
what a "pristine world" we 
used to have.

"It does remind us what 
this part of the world looked 
like to the original inhab-
itants as well as those who 
arrived here," Cr Brad-
bery said.

A video of how the paint-
ing was brought back to life 
can be seen at the gallery, 
along with the real thing, 

as part of the  Art + Care 
Works from the Collection 
 exhibition which runs until 
next April.

� ere are dozens more 

tired, old works sitting be-
hind closed doors at the gal-
lery, waiting for restoration. 

� e von Guerard was the 
� rst to be picked under the 

Art + Care program, which 
was initiated by the Friends 
of the Gallery to help con-
serve artworks for hundreds 
of years to come.

Eugene von Guerard was 
one of Australia's most im-
portant landscape painters, 
with many of his artworks 
hanging in major galleries 

around Australia.
Wollongong Art Gallery 

is open to the public with 
some restrictions under 
COVID-safe conditions.

 David Stein restoring the Eugene von Guerard painting, Cabbage Tree Forest American Creek, New South Wales. Picture: Supplied 

Unveiled: extreme makeover for art gallery's prized possession

Man denies firework claim
A BERKELEY man is fight-
ing allegations he placed a 
firecracker in the stairwell 
of his ex-girlfriend's home as 
revenge for her ending the 
relationship.

The closing submissions 
for the case against Thomas 
Validakis, 30, were heard in 
Wollongong Local Court on 
Monday where he has plead-
ed not guilty to intimidating 
his former partner and let-
ting off the explosive device 
inside the unit block on Vir-

ginia Street, North Wollon-
gong on November 5, 2018.

In court, police prosecutor 
Sergeant Sean Thackray al-
leged that Validakis sent his 
ex-girlfriend more than 100 
messages to her phone, that 
she changed multiple times 
in a bid to stop contact after 
they broke up. Then after 
she continued to reject him 
and started a relationship 
with another man, Validakis 
found out where she lived, 
made the device, placed it 
near her door before it det-
onated in a targeted revenge 

attack, Sgt Thackray alleged.
He said Validakis' DNA 

was detected on four pieces 
of the firecracker found in 

the stairwell and alleged that 
was transferred when Valida-
kis "rubbed his hands over it 
when making it".

Sgt Thackray alleged Vali-
dakis sent messages, some of 
which threatened the ex-girl-
friend including one that 
said "watch your back", and 
had previously burnt some 
of her property. 

The police prosecutor also 
alleged the ex-girlfriend saw, 
from her balcony, Validakis 
come to her unit block a 
week prior to the explosion.

Validakis' defence lawyer 

Matt Russoniello said the 
case against his client was 
"circumstantial". 

He said there were no 
witnesses the prosecution 
produced that placed Valida-
kis at the scene on the day of 
the explosion nor that there 
was evidence the former girl-
friend was the intended tar-
get of the explosion. Mr Rus-
soniello claimed the DNA 
evidence was "inconclusive" 
as Validakis' DNA could have 
gotten onto the firecracker 
through secondary transfer.

The lawyer labelled the 

text messages sent by Val-
idakis to his ex-girlfriend 
as "annoying" and "unwel-
come" but claimed they 
were not intimidating as the 
prosecution suggested. Mr 
Russoniello also claimed the 
girlfriend did not report the 
burning of the property and 
the visit to her apartment to 
police, nor did she take out 
an apprehended violence 
order against Valiakis.

Magistrate Jillian Kie-
ly adjourned the case to 
September 4 to consider 
her judgement.

Thomas Validakis
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