
 

 

The Gift 
Remembering Bob Sredersas 

Sredersas and Mercury Galleries 
12 May – 9 September 2017 

 

An immersive interactive installation project that celebrates the significant and generous gift by 
Bronius (Bob) Sredersas, a Lithuanian migrant and steel worker whose personal art collection 
became the impetus for the establishment of Wollongong Art Gallery. 
 
Incorporating the Sredersas art collection, this innovative multidisciplinary exhibition recognizes 
both the Gallery's origins and celebrates the contribution that migrants and refugees have made 
and continue to make to our communities.  
 
This work has been created by the Society of Histrionic Happenings under the curatorship of 
Anne-Louise Rentell through the Gallery's Visiting Curators Program. 
 

 
 

Activity sheet for primary & secondary students 

 

Student name: ____________________________ 

 

Our Mercury Gallery has been converted into Bob Sredersas’s lounge room. In there you can hear 

Bob talk about his life and his love of art. Listen very carefully to Bob and answer the following 

questions.  



(When you hear the clock ticking….. this is your chance to read over the next few 

questions in preparation for your writing down answers).  

 

1. What is the name of the country that Bob is originally from?  

_______________________________________________ 

 

2. In what year did Bob move to Australia?  

________________________________ 

 

3. How old was Bob when he arrived in Wollongong?  

_________________________________________ 

 

4. Bob describes what the steelworks looked like when he first arrived in Wollongong. How 

does he describe it?  

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

(When you hear the clock ticking….. this is your chance to read over the next few 

questions in preparation for your writing down answers).  

 

5. What suburb did Bob live in when he first arrived in Wollongong?  

____________________________________________________ 

 

6. How many men does Bob think were living in the hostel?  

_____________________________________________ 

 

7. Bob didn’t really like living in a hostel. What did he do so he could move out of there?  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Describe what Bob says is most important to him?  

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

(When you hear the clock ticking….. this is your chance to read over the next few 

questions in preparation for your writing down answers).  

 

9. How did Bob first get interested in art?  

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Who took Bob to his first art gallery visit and what year was this?  

____________________________________________________ 

 

 



11. When Bob first arrived in Wollongong, there was no art gallery. Where did Bob use to go 

to see art?  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

12.  In what year did Bob start collecting art?  

_________________________________ 

 

13. How much money did Bob pay when he bought his first painting from the auction? What 

was the name of the artist who painted it?   

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

(When you hear the clock ticking….. this is your chance to read over the next few 

questions in preparation for your writing down answers).  

 

14. How does Bob describe ‘a room without a painting’?  

________________________________________________ 

 

15. What does Bob believe an artist must have if they are to be a good artist?  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

(When you hear the clock ticking….. this is your chance to read over the next few 

questions in preparation for your writing down answers).  

 

16. How many paintings were stolen from Bob’s home?  

_________________________________________ 

 

17. What did Bob decide to do with all of his paintings when he passed away?  

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

18.  What were Bob’s wishes for the future?  

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


