
 

 

WHAT A LIFE! ROCK PHOTOGRAPHY BY TONY MOTT  
Until 28 January 2018 

Fine & Dickson Galleries  
 

Activity sheet for secondary photography students 

 

Student name: _________________________ 
 

Exhibition Outline:  

A major retrospective on Australia’s premier rock photographer Tony 
Mott. The exhibition collectively tells the story of rock n’ roll life in 
Australia over the last 30 years, including the enormous changes to the 
live music scene from the 1990s and the impact of digital on the art of 
rock photography. State Library of NSW travelling exhibition. Curated by 
Louise Tegart. 
 
Watch the film located in the exhibition (Dickson Gallery)  

Duration: 30 minutes 38 seconds  

WARNING: This film contains course language and reference to sex 

and drugs.  

Alternatively pick up your free magazine and answer the following 

questions…  

 

In the beginning:  

 

1. What is Tony Mott’s real name?  

___________________________________________________ 

 

2. List some of the jobs Tony Mott had before he became a 

professional photographer.  

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

3. How did Tony Mott become interested in Photography?  

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

 



4. What band gave Tony Mott his first paid job as a photographer?  

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

5. What are some of the obstacles photographers need to 

consider when taking photographs at a rock concert? 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

Shooting the Stars  

6. After taking photographs at live gigs, Tony Mott started taking 

session photographs (portraits) of bands and musicians. In your 

own words, describe what a portrait is? How is portrait 

photography different to live photography?  

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

7. Mick Jagger from the band, The Rolling Stones, has stated that 

Tony Mott has a personable manner when dealing with 

celebrities. What did Jagger specifically say?  

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

8. List 3 bands/musicians that Tony Mott has taken portraits of 

(session photography). Do this by watching the film, reading the 

magazine or walking around the exhibition.  

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Australian music scene in the 90’s  

9. What music festival began in Australia in the early 90’s?  

___________________________________________________ 



Now walk around the exhibition and answer the following 

questions…..  

 

10. Find 3 photographs that you like and that were taken from this 

festival. List the band/musician and the year it was taken 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

Find your favourite live photograph and record the following 

information: 

11. What is the name of the artist/band/musician?  

___________________________________________________ 

 

12. Describe the composition of the photograph (e.g. rule of thirds, 

leading lines, symmetry, etc.)  

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

13. Describe where the lighting is coming from in this photograph. 

What sort of shutter speed do you think was used to capture 

this photograph?  

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

14. Describe the type of moment being captured in this photograph 

(for example, is it energetic, powerful or happy?)  

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

15. Give reasons why this is your favourite live photograph in this 

exhibition. 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 



Find your favourite session photograph and record the following 

information:  

16. What is the name of the artist/band/musician?  

___________________________________________________ 

 

17. Describe the composition of the photograph (e.g. rule of thirds, 

leading lines, symmetry, etc.)  

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

18. Describe where the lighting is coming from in this photograph. 

What sort of shutter speed do you think was used to capture 

this photograph?  

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

19. Describe the type of moment being captured in this photograph 

(for example, is it serious, contemplative or staged?)  

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

20. Give reasons why this is your favourite session photograph in 

this exhibition. 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
 


